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extirpated a people, then the Romans gave them
peace, and protected the remnant; and as to reli-
gion, the substance of it was, as above, cruelty and
superstition.

This is the sum of the Roman polity, and of the
methods taken in a government and by a people
who, as above, are said to be the most civilized of
all the pagan nations and governments in the world ;
and this, in a word, serves to open the eyes of pos-
terity, and betrays the Devil's conspiracy against
mankind in the openest manner possible. The
magic of hell discovers itself here, that under the
specious pretence of just government, and under the
fame of a civilized nation, governing themselves and
the world by the rules of justice and virtue, a loose
was given to all manner of barbarisms, cruelty,
blood, and oppression.

It is clear in so many examples, that I need say
no more to explain it, that the Roman government
and the Roman religion was all founded on a diabo-
lical regimen, and was maintained by the magic
and artifice of the Devil and his instruments;
which instruments were chiefly the priests of the
idol temples and worship, who by the subtlety of
their arts (religious art, the worst sort of magic)
made such deep impressions on the minds of the
deluded world, that not the common sort only, not
the vulgar, or as we say the canaille, the mob
and rabble of the people, came into it, and believed
the lying wonders; but the learned world, the
philosophers, the poets, men of the most exquisite
parts, and the most polite knowledge, nay, of the
noblest principles of virtue, and who had the most
refined ideas of justice and honour, even these all
came into the delusions of this black art, believed,
and, as I may say, relished the witchcraft and delu-
sions of the magicians and sorcerers, and were
token with their lying wonders; even the Gate's,